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CAMDEN PLANNING BOARD 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

August 3, 2017 
 
 
Members Present:  Chair Lowrie Sargent, Richard Bernhard, John Scholz, and Jeff Senders 
Members Absent: Alternate Member James Elliott, Alternate Member Mark Siegenthaler 
Select Board Liaison: Marc Ratner 
Staff:  Jeanne Hollingsworth, Office Assistant for Codes/Assessing/Development 
 
Call to order 
Chair Lowrie Sargent called the meeting to order at 5:08 pm.   

 
1. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

 
Chairman Sargent opened the meeting with the election of Officers:  
Chair Sargent entertained a nomination for Chairman.  Bernhard nominated Lowrie Sargent for 
Chairman.  Scholz seconded.  No Discussion.  Nomination passed 4-0-0. 
 
Chair Sargent entertained a nomination for Vice Chairman.  Bernhard nominated Jeff Senders as 
Vice Chairman.  Scholz seconded the motion.  Discussion followed on the ability for Senders to 
grow in the position.  Scholz was concerned with recusals due to his employment. A brief 
discussion was held on the description of the job and time commitments to accomplish the work.  
Sargent felt that communication would be the key in the event   an absence or recusal was needed; 
a shared position was discussed and supported.  Bernhard amended his nomination to state that 
Jeff Senders be nominated as Vice Chairman with the assistance of John Scholz in the event he 
needs to recues himself.  Scholz second stood.  Nominations passed 4-0-0. 
 
Chairman Sargent entertained a nomination for Secretary.  Scholz nominated Jeanne 
Hollingsworth as Secretary.  Seconded by Senders.  No Discussion.  Nominations passed 4-0-0. 
 

2. PUBLIC INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Scholz mentioned that the Select Board has placed him on the Snow Bowl 4 Season Committee as 
a representative of the Hosmer Pond Association.  A brief discussion was held on the possibility of 
the Snow Bowl 4 Season Committee name possibly returning to being known as the Ragged 
Mountain Recreational Area Committee.    
Marc Ratner updated the Board on Sagamore Farms and the possibility of survey being done as 
funds were available according to the Town Manager.  Sargent recently updated Caler-Bell   that 
there is survey data that currently exists in the Planning Office for sufficient for planning purposes.  
Bernhard reported that the Route 1 North Committee has become aware of substantial changes to 
the design for the Spring Hill area of Route 1 and a presentation meeting will be planned with the 
DOT.  The Select Board is working on a letter to respond to the information to date and he will 
report on that at a later date. 
Down Town Design Committee met with Nick Batista of the Island Institute about getting funding 
for design work for the water front area.  The focus is changing with the regard to undertaking 
work designs after research on sea level rise.  Sargent asked about technical abilities on the 
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Committee and Bernhard explained that would be part of the funding to get that feedback.  
Hollingsworth has spoken with Karen Brace who is requesting a future agenda date to present 
some of this information in more detail to the Board in the near future. Scholz is concerned there is 
key pump stations and other infrastructure that could be affected by the sea level rise and expertise 
will be required.  Ratner added that the Committee does not want to spend money only to find out 
the planning was insufficient for these issues.  The Watershed School Report is on the Town 
website and has information on this subject presented.   
Bernhard announced that the new street lights have been ordered and are in transit as of August 2nd.   

3. POSSIBLE ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS for November 2017: PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Chair Sargent read the procedures for a Public Hearing and continued the Public Hearing on the 
Blasting Ordinance from July 27th.  The four Members voting are Sargent, Bernhard, Scholz and 
Senders.    
    

1) Draft Blasting Ordinance: 
  

Chairman Sargent determined the first and second round of Public Comments did not need to be 
opened as there was no audience.   
 
Board Deliberation: 
 
A brief review of past changes was made.  Scholz asked that a minor correction be made on Page 1 
to include an S on the word Applicant.   
Hollingsworth stated the addition of and/or was reviewed with both the Police Chief and Fire Chief 
and they felt it was the correct language.   
Sargent entertained a motion to recommend to the Select Board that the Blasting Ordinance be 
placed on the Warrant in November.  Scholz motioned the changes to Chapter VIII Town of 
Camden Police Ordinance Part XVI be recommended to the Select Board for the Blasting 
Ordinance as Drafted on 8/02/17 with one correction.  Senders seconded. No discussion. Motion 
passed 4-0-0.   
 

2) Amend Article XII Site Plan Review 
1) Amend Section 2. Procedures by adding 5(b) regarding the hiring of consultants   

 Sargent entertained a motion for an amendment to the Site Plan Review Section 2. 
 John Scholz moved to recommend that the Select Board place on the November 
 Warrant an amendment to Article XII Site Plan Review, Section 2. Procedures (5) 
 dated 7/28/17  as Drafted. Senders seconded. No Discussion.  Motion passed 4-0-0.     
2) Amend Section 4. Supplemental Information by adding a requirement for Technical 
 Capacity -- new item (5)   

  Sargent entertained a motion for an amendment to the Site Plan Review Section 5: 
  Sufficient Technical Capacity. Scholz moved to recommend to the Select Board to 
  place on the Warrant an Amendment to Article XII Site Plan Review Section 5   
  dated 7/28/2017 as drafted.  Senders seconded.  No Discussion.  Motion passed 4-0-0.   

 
4.  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: 

1) Comprehensive Plan Implementation Committee: 
Sargent thanked John Scholz and Richard Bernhard for stuffing the binders that hold complete 
hard copies of the Comprehensive Plan that will be distributed. 
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The committee will have a minimum of five (5) members, one Select Board Member, one 
Planning Board Member in addition to three (3) residents.  
 
Committee Interest Form 
The form was reviewed by the Board.   Marc Ratner discussed that the Select Board will assign 
members as terms expire and reminded that staggered terms were necessary for the Committee 
which will function over the next decade.   

Bernhard asked about spacing of wording on the top.  Sargent added that the Town Seal will 
also be added and that will formatting will be cleaned up.  
Sargent entertained a motion to accept the form for presentation to the Board.  Sargent will 
attend the Select Board meeting to answer any questions at that time.  
Richard Bernhard motioned to accept the Committee Interest Form as written and revised on 
7/29/17 and that it be sent to the Select Boar for consideration.  Scholz seconded the motion.  
No Discussion.  Motion passed 4-0-0.   

 
5. DISCUSSION: 

1) Minor Field Adjustments: None 
2) Future Meeting Agenda: 

 August 17, 2017:  Community Development Director Update (T)  
3) Pending Applications:  None 
4) Other:    

Sargent discussed an A frame sign that is on Washington Street at the site of the Farmer’s 
Market.  Signs have been being placed there for different events and it should be researched.  
Hollingsworth will look into the issue and procedures for notification.  Ratner will also check 
in with Tom Ressik for input on who   may own the sign.  An effort to further discuss proper 
use of the sign ordinances will be undertaken with town staff in the future.  
Hollingsworth informed the Board that there are nesting Osprey on the Knox Mill Smokestack.  
She will research what can be done about the state of the smokestack while they are there. 
Sargent provided an update on the Temporary Building at Snow Bowl and is working with 
Attorney Kelly to determine the procedure for proper notifications and possible fixes to 
improve the landscape at the site.      
  

There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Sargent adjourned the meeting at 6:20 
to engage in a workshop. 
 
Submitted, 
 
 
Beth Kwiatkowski 
Recording Secretary 


	Call to order

